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Source:

Elmont Memorial Junior-Senior High
Elmont, New York

1,945 Students in grades 7-12

New York Department of Education

African American 77%

Low-Income 27%
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Source:

Elmont Graduation Rates, 2007
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Source:

Improvement and High Performance 
at Elmont Memorial Junior-Senior High
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Granger High
Granger, Washington

324 students, Grades 9-12

Latino 83%

American Indian 7%

White 10%

Low Income 83%

Source: Washington State Report Card
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Grade 10 Reading, Granger High School
Washington State Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)

Granger Washington

Source: Washington State Report Card. Broken line indicates when new cut score was put in place.
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Grade 10 Writing, Granger High School
Washington State Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)

Granger Washington

Source:  Washington State Report Card
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Graduation Rates

Before 2001:

ά[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 50 
percentέ
--according to former principal, 

Richard Esparza

(data not reported by state)

2008:

άфл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘέ 
--according to former principal, 

Richard Esparza

(data not yet reported by state, 
but 2007 was reported as 

88%)
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Grade 10 Math, Granger High School
Washington State Assessment of Student Learning 

(WASL)

Granger Washington

Source:  Washington State Report Card
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Source:

No matter what they look like, students in Grades 6 through 12 

support higher standards  (even if it means summer school)
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Public Agenda, Reality Check 2006: Issue No. 2: How Black and Hispanic Families Rate Their Schools

Percentage of students who think it is a good idea for school districts to require 
students to meet higher academic standards or go to summer school to catch up

Note: students were in grades 6 to 12
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.ǳǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ Lƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ

Å²ƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ 
students to meet high academic standards and 
provide extra support to struggling students to help 
ǘƘŜƳ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣέ 

ONLY 32 percent of teachers agreed.

Å²ƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
separate track to allow students who are not college 
ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣέ

59 percent of the teachers agreed.

On the Front Lines of Schools: Perspectives of Teachers and Principals on the High School Dropout Problem, Civic Enterprises,p. 22. 2009.
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Which may explain how a colleague of mine 
recently saw this assignment in a Michigan 
high school:

Supply and Demand Project

Stundentswill create a writing project using the following formats:

Pen Pal letter, short story, play, poem, e-mail, song/rap, phone conversation, etcé

Students must show an understaningof the economic terms for unit 2 by using an actual product 

(good or service) to explain the terms. In the story the following terms must be used:

Supply

Demand

Law of supply

Law of demand

Shortage

Surplus

Profit

Equalibriumprice
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ÅSo principals must look for that 32 percent of 
teachers who think that students can meet 
standards if given support and are willing to 
provide that support.

9ƭƳƻƴǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά9ƭƳƻƴǘ IŜŀǊǘΦέ
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"People have to understand that these students can be just as 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ Lǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦά

--Richard Esparza, former principal, Granger High School
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Source:

ά/ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ LŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ 
kids know thatΦέτLisa Tabarez, principal, Imperial High School, 

Imperial California 

California State Department of Education.
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