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Standardized NAEP reading scores for Hispanic 9, 13 and 17-year olds.
(Distance below 17-Year old whites' Scores, as a fraction of white 17-Year olds' scores in 1996
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Conclusions

Black-white and Hispanic-white gaps narrowed dramatically during 
the 1970s and 1980s, showing clearly that narrowing is possible.

Progress for black and Hispanic teenagers stopped abruptly at the 
end of the 1980s, with an apparent (and unexplained) shift in youth 
culture among black teens:  leisure reading levels and class 
attendance both fell. 

The birth cohort of black youth that was 13-years old in 1988 had 
the highest-ever NAEP reading scores as 13-year olds, but then 
extremely small reading gains by the time they were 17 in 1992. It 
may be just a coincidence, but 1988-92 was the commercial take-off 
period for hip-hop and rap music.

The first few years of the present century have shown higher 
scores and smaller racial gaps in the NAEP at 4th and 8th grades, but 
not at the high school level.

Finally, NAEP data from 1994 and 2002 show that remaining gaps 
among 12th graders are large at every level of parental education.


